
Every child has a right to a decent standard of living. We believe all children should be safe, warm, 
fed, and able to play and learn during this crisis and beyond.

Over the last five years, child poverty has been rising across much of Scotland and is projected to 
increase further, exacerbated by the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. Welcome action has been 
taken on child poverty, but we must build on progress and go further to ensure the child poverty 
targets are met. 

There must be a focus on getting more money to families. A cash-first approach to tackling child 
poverty now – and for good – is needed. We believe we can end child poverty in Scotland by taking 
these steps:
 

• Build on the Scottish Child Payment by at least doubling the value of the payment to £20 
a week and accelerating the roll out for school age children, or provide equivalent financial 
support to bridge the gap

• Bolster current support provided to children in low income households by increasing the 
value of Best Start Grant and School Clothing Grant payments and extending eligibility for 
Free School Meals and provision over the holidays

• Improve the Scottish Welfare Fund to promote accessibility and consistency across local 
authorities while boosting awareness of it 

• Guarantee holistic whole family support, including practical, emotional and financial 
support, for all families needing help

• Support migrant children and caregivers using local powers to target financial and  
practical support

• Develop a child poverty focused labour market policy, by designing specific actions to 
address the gender pay gap and women’s wider labour market inequality

End Child Poverty members in Scotland include Aberlour, Action for Children, Barnardo’s, Child Poverty Action Group 
(CPAG) in Scotland, Children 1st, Children in Scotland, Close the Gap, Engender, Home Start Scotland, One Parent 
Families Scotland (OPFS), Oxfam Scotland, Parenting Across Scotland, The Poverty Alliance, The Trussell Trust and Save 
the Children. 
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