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inform, stimulate and develop the debate on the nature
and causes of poverty in its various forms and on the
action required, especially by governments, to relieve and
ultimately prevent it. Our objective is to publish material
that achieves a high standard of analysis, without
sacrificing clarity or accessibility, to specialist and non-
specialist alike.
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In brief

Diary

Open space

25 years on 
Four former members of the Commission
on Social Justice reflect on what has
been achieved

‘Loud and clear’ no more: the 
shift from child poverty to 
‘troubled families’ 
Stephen Crossley highlights some causes
of concern

Research review 

Poverty watch

Last word

The new government must take poverty
seriously

Under David Cameron we saw child poverty targets scrapped and
poverty reframed as a matter not of lack of money but of poor ‘life
chances’, while the number of children in poverty increased.
Theresa May promised to address the ‘burning injustices’ in
society, including poverty, but has continued to pursue policies
which are projected to drive child poverty up to over 5 million by
the end of this parliament. 

In place of a green paper on social justice, her government
delivered the policy paper Improving Lives: helping workless
families. The paper focuses entirely on the small number of
families experiencing worklessness and the ‘associated
disadvantages’ of conflict, drug and alcohol dependency, mental
ill-health, debt and homelessness. It is silent on rising in-work
poverty and is entirely premised on the assertion that parental
worklessness is the central factor damaging children’s outcomes,
in spite of strong evidence from the London School of Economics,
the University of Liverpool and others that parents’ income has a
far greater effect on children than worklessness itself. The policies
proposed in this paper include a continuation of the ‘troubled
families’ programme, discussed in this issue in a feature by
Stephen Crossley, and other family-level interventions. 

In expectation of the promised green paper on social justice, we
invited former members of John Smith’s 1994 Commission on
Social Justice to write reflection pieces on what has been
achieved since then, and what social justice ought to look like in
the UK today. Their essays are followed by one from the director
of the liberal Conservative think tank Bright Blue, and all provide
much food for thought.

Following June’s election result – just announced at the time of
writing – there are many unanswered questions about what the
next five years will hold. Was a surge in youth turnout connected
to the huge economic squeeze hitting young people, and what will
be the response? Will the income and spending power of ordinary
families be allowed to continue to decline, or will we see a rethink
of damaging policies such as the benefits freeze? Will the ‘two-
child limit’ be revisited under a minority government that depends
for its survival on Democratic Unionist MPs, most of whom signed
a motion against the policy in April?

It is our view that meaningful progress on social justice cannot be
achieved unless the new government acknowledges that poverty
is a reality, recognises the harm it causes and acts to stop – and
reverse – rising child poverty rates. CPAG is calling on the new
government to prioritise child poverty, protect families from rising
living costs, make universal credit fit for families, take immediate
steps to prevent demand for foodbanks and develop a visionary
national childcare strategy. 

The last word in this issue goes to Melaska and Ridwan, two Year
7 students. Melaska talks about how poverty affects the
opportunities people have and can make it harder to follow your
dreams. Ridwan ends with an eloquent call to action that we can
only support: ‘we need to do more to help children who are living
in poverty in the UK. They probably don’t want to say how hard
their lives are, and if you haven’t experienced it, you wouldn’t
know, but they need our help more than we realise.’  ■




