
Involving Children and Families: Pathways to Participation in Child Poverty Planning in Glasgow 

Tackling child poverty is a significant challenge and one that involves meaningful input from experts. 

Often child poverty planning spaces are populated by a plethora of officers, frontline workers, 

managers, strategic thinkers and organisational leads.  

Glasgow’s child poverty planning spaces can feel a bit like the cast of thousands – a clear 

demonstration of the city’s commitment to reducing rates of child poverty. But we know we need 

the real experts involved: children and families. 

Nationally, there is a recognised need for children, young people and families with experience of 

poverty to be active participants in planning to tackle the drivers of child poverty. Lived expertise is 

vital in ensuring that our collective responses to child poverty are effective and fit for purpose.  

But ensuring parents and families are enabled to input is not so simple. Meaningful participation 

requires thoughtful planning and adequate resource as well as a clear understanding of what helps 

families get involved and what might stand in their way. 

Glasgow has a long history of participative work involving people with lived experience of poverty. 

Across the city there are numerous ways in which families can feed into decision making and action 

planning. This includes methods such as:  

 Membership of formal groups  

 Citywide consultations  

 Place based initiatives aimed at community-led action 

The current pandemic has exposed many of the gaps and stark inequalities in our system of support. 

However, at the same time, it has also revealed a high number of activists within communities, who 

were and are able to raise, address and respond to local issues. Communities in Glasgow are not 

short of families with expertise, motivation and skills.  

In the light of the pandemic and eager to build on any learning we can from this crisis, Glasgow’s city 

wide Challenge Child Poverty Partnership has enlisted two key partners: Children’s Neighbourhood 

Scotland and Get Heard at the Poverty Alliance to help better understand pathways to participation 

for parents. 

Over the summer researchers from Get Heard Scotland and Children’s Neighbourhood Scotland have 

been talking to mums and dads to try to understand how we can create more meaningful spaces for 

families to input on decision making when it comes to tackling child poverty.  

We’ve been talking to parents about the different aspects of participation and what’s important to 

them, including a focus on1: 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Informed by the Lundy Model of Child Participation 

Space 
How inclusive and safe are the spaces where we’re inviting families to input? What steps can we 

take to ensure that families are enabled to take part? 
 

Voice 
Do we provide adequate and appropriate information to best facilitate families’ involvement? 

How do we do this? 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To date, we’ve interviewed parents from across the city and are so grateful for the time they have 

taken to share their experience with us.  

We are currently doing the first round of analysis and then we’ll be hosting a bigger focus group. 

We’d like to invite our previous interview and focus group participants (along with any other parents 

who‘d like to come!) to a focus group specifically looking the Local Child Poverty Action Report.  

Every year each Local Authority and Health Board has a legal duty to report on activity and 

interventions they’ve taken to tackle child poverty. This has been the case since 2019 and in Glasgow 

we are keen to further involve families with lived expertise in both the production and review of 

future reports as well as ensuring meaningful involvement in the complex matrix of strategic and 

decision making spaces related to child poverty.  

We know that families are the experts and we need to be listening to their experiences – we hope 

this research project will further inform participation and ensure that city wide action planning and 

reporting related to child poverty is representative of the families it seeks to support. 

Watch this space for details of our bigger focus group and the full report and recommendations at 

the end of the year. 

For more details, please contact: Fiona McHardy fiona.mchardy@povertyalliance.org   

Audience 
When we engage with families are we ensuring that the right decision makers are listening? 

 

Influence 
What mechanisms, checks and balances are in place to ensure that input from families is 

listened to? 
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