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Child Poverty (Scotland) Act 2017

The Act consists of the following key elements: 
– Four statutory income targets to be met by 2030, based on the 

2010 Act targets.  Key difference: After Housing Costs 

– Four statutory interim targets to be met by 2023, based on the 
same measures

– Duties on Scottish Ministers to publish: 
• Delivery Plans in April 2018, 2022, and 2026

• Annual progress reports 

• A final progress report setting out whether the targets have been met 

– Duty on local authorities and health boards to produce annual 
reports on activity they are taking to reduce child poverty; both 
retrospective and forward looking 

– Provisions for a statutory ‘Poverty & Inequality Commission’



First national delivery plan published in March 2018





Local Child Poverty Action Reports

• The Act requires Local Authorities and Health Boards 
to prepare joint Local Child Poverty Action Reports

• These must include:
– actions taken during the reporting year and
– measures planned 
– Specific reference to support for pregnant women and 

families with children on (a) information, advice and 
assistance about eligibility for financial support, and 
(b)assistance to apply for financial support. 

– Specific focus on families whose income is adversely 
affected because of one or more protected 
characteristics

• First reports due by 30 June 2019 



Guidance to be published shortly

• A Local Reference group has helped produce guidance for 
local plans – to be published shortly.

• Step 1  - Identify key local partners
• Step 2 - Identify and assess child poverty locally
• Step 3 - Identify and assess existing action and existing 

plans that seeks to reduce or mitigate child poverty 
locally

• Step 4 - Identify new action to reduce child poverty or 
expansions or modifications to existing action to increase 
impact. 

• Step 5 - Identify and share ‘What is Working’  and 
‘Lessons Learned’ 



Support for local partners

• Scottish Government is appointing a National 
Coordinator, in the Improvement Service, to help 
local areas with their annual reporting and to share 
best practice.

• Scottish Government is also funding SPIRU (Scottish 
Poverty and Inequality Research Unit) at Glasgow 
Caledonian University to provide analytical expertise 
locally

• We’re also making seedcorn monies available to help 
bring the voices of people with direct experience of 
poverty into policy making at local level. 


