
 
CPAG in Scotland Briefing in Support of Stage Two Amendments Child Poverty (Scotland) Bill.  

We warmly welcome the Child Poverty (Scotland) Bill, the Scottish Government’s ambition to 

eradicate child poverty by 2030, and the delivery and accountability framework that this Bill 

creates to support that ambition.  

This briefing focusses on amendments directly relating to areas CPAG believes the Bill could be 

further strengthened as highlighted in previous written evidence to Parliament.1  

Interim Targets - Amendments 9, 10, 12, 12A, 13, 23, 24, 25, 28, 29 

CPAG welcome the commitment shown during the Stage One debate and through the lodged 

amendments to establish Interim Targets within the Bill.  

Placing interim targets on a statutory footing will aid focus and create greater immediacy. Given 

the length of time between now and the 2030 targets, it is vital to ensure the government is on 

track towards these goals. Interim targets will assist with the measurement of progress and 

provide focus for delivery plans.  

We support the extension of requirements around reporting and delivery plans to the interim 

targets.  

Delivery Plans: periods to be covered; matters to be considered in terms of a plan; procedure – 16, 

17, 31, 18, 18A, 18B, 18C, 18D, 18E, 8, 19, 32, 37, 39, 22, 40, 41, 21, 33, 42 

CPAG and other members of the End Child Poverty coalition in Scotland have called for the 

facilitation of employment and employability support for parents and carers; the full use of 

Scottish social security powers; the provision of information, advice and assistance; and access to 

affordable housing and childcare to be set out as part of the Delivery Plans and we welcome these 

points being addressed in amendments at Stage Two. In relation to amendments referring to 

‘availability’ of childcare and housing we believe these would be strengthened by clear reference 

to ‘affordability’ as well as ‘availability’. 

We support the amendments which provide the opportunity for Scottish Ministers to set out how 

they will use their new social security powers under the Scotland Act 2016 to reduce child poverty.  

We would welcome Scottish Ministers setting out in each delivery plan whether they will provide 

a top up to child benefit.  

CPAG and other organisations strongly support the use of new powers to top up child benefit. 

Modelling has shown that increasing child benefit by £5 per week would lift 30,000 children out 

of poverty and will help prevent many more from falling below the child poverty threshold.2  This 

measure would help make significant progress towards meeting the proposed 2030 targets.  

                                                           
1 
http://www.cpag.org.uk/sites/default/files/Stage%20One%20Briefing%20Note%20Child%20Poverty%20Bill.pdf  
2 http://www.cpag.org.uk/sites/default/files/CB%20top%20up%20briefing.pdf  

http://www.cpag.org.uk/sites/default/files/Stage%20One%20Briefing%20Note%20Child%20Poverty%20Bill.pdf
http://www.cpag.org.uk/sites/default/files/CB%20top%20up%20briefing.pdf


 
Local child poverty action report: involvement of community planning partners and contents –  50,  

51, 52, 54, 2, 26, 27, 53 

We support widening the scope of the local child poverty action reports to include a forward 

looking focus to the otherwise retrospective local child poverty action reports. As stated in 

previous evidence to Parliament3, CPAG is  concerned that, if unamended, section 10 (local child 

poverty action report) is insufficient in that it is retrospective, requiring local authorities and 

health boards to describe only what they have done rather than also plan for future actions 

We also believe that tackling child poverty should be embedded in the processes that local 

authorities and their community planning partners use to set outcomes and allocate resources 

and support the expansion of the duty to include all members of local community planning 

partners.  

Poverty and Inequality Commission – 15, 15A, 30, 20, 47. 

Along with other members of the End Child Poverty coalition in Scotland, CPAG believe there is a 

need for an independent body to perform some of the roles previously fulfilled by the Child 

Poverty and Social Mobility Commission at UK level. Under the Child Poverty Act 2010, the Child 

Poverty and Social Mobility Commission was charged – amongst other things - with a duty to 

publish an annual report setting out its views on the progress made towards the income targets. 

The performance of these functions – by a body whose role and independence are established 

and protected in statute – could be extremely important in ensuring that there is an expert source 

of independent scrutiny and oversight. The Scottish Government’s proposed Poverty and 

Inequality Commission is best placed to fulfil this function. A legislative underpinning would 

ensure that it could speak freely and be critical of the government where necessary. 

Impact of budget proposals on meeting the child poverty targets - 49 

CPAG welcomed the Committee’s recommendation that Scottish Ministers make direct links 
between their Budget plans and the child poverty delivery plans and progress reports and the 
recognition that policy actions will have resource implications if they are to be effective. 
Delivery plans should set out clearly the resources required to deliver key actions and these 
should also be reflected in the Scottish Government’s budget proposals. We urge Committee 
members to support amendment 49. 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
3http://www.cpag.org.uk/sites/default/files/Stage%201%20child%20poverty%20Bill%20(JD)%20.pdf  

Child Poverty Action Group works on behalf of the one in four children in Scotland growing 
up in poverty. It doesn’t have to be like this. We use our understanding of what causes 
poverty and the impact it has on children’s lives to campaign for policies that will prevent 
and solve poverty – for good. 
 

For more information please contact: Jenny Duncan, Policy and Parliamentary Officer, CPAG in 

Scotland on 0141 611 7090 or by email: jduncan@cpagscotland.org.uk 


