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action required, especially by governments, to relieve and
ultimately prevent it. Our objective is to publish material
that achieves a high standard of analysis, without
sacrificing clarity or accessibility, to specialist and non-
specialist alike.
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In brief

Diary

Open space

10 years of austerity
Jerome De Henau and Howard Reed
examine the impact on low-income
households and women 

Sport and poverty 
Anne Power uncovers some of the 
barriers to participation

Child support: a forgotten resource
for low-income families? 
Alan Marsh looks at its potential 

Meeting London’s childcare
challenge 
Megan Jarvie investigates the issues
parents want addressed

Research review 

Poverty watch

Last word

We are still not all in this together – so

where now?

Several articles in this issue add to the mounting evidence of the
effects of government cuts on particular groups, showing once
again that we are not all in this together.

Jerome De Henau and Howard Reed present hard-hitting analysis
of the impact of tax and benefit changes and cuts to services by
family type and gender. Lone mothers will lose a staggering 26 per
cent of their disposable income by 2020 compared with 2010,
mainly thanks to cuts to universal credit. At every stage of life,
single people will lose much more than couples, and single women
will lose the most of all.

We include analysis by Sheffield Hallam University of the uneven
geographic effects of welfare reform on family incomes and local
employment. And a survey of shoppers in Oxford reminds us of
the lengths to which some families must go to pay for Christmas,
and shows that having a job – even owning a home – does not
guarantee financial security. 

We also review research by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation
estimating that over 1.25 million individuals are destitute in the
UK, including over 300,000 children. There are many routes to
destitution, but the immediate trigger is often a problem with a
benefit claim. Alarmingly, a single adult aged under 25 and reliant
on jobseeker’s allowance will automatically be tipped into
destitution by the level of their benefit alone.

In the second feature, Anne Power discusses her research with
young people, parents and youth workers on poverty and access
to sport. They perceive many benefits to sport – helping young
people to stay healthy, reduce stress, build confidence, set goals
and avoid trouble – but affordable provision by trained staff has
often been hit by cuts. Many young people therefore leave sport
behind when they leave school. 

Several articles then consider how to boost family incomes. Alan
Marsh explores the potential of child support for lone parents,
arguing that there is a lot of money ‘out there’ if we can find better
ways to ensure payment. Megan Jarvie presents analysis by 4in10
and the Family and Childcare Trust of the barrier to work created
by soaring childcare costs in London. She calls on the new mayor
to invest in childcare as a vital piece of London’s infrastructure.

But what about a more fundamental shift in how we meet the cost
of living? We review a flagship report by Compass modelling
versions of a citizen’s income for the UK. It raises important
questions about the role of means testing in social security and
highlights the potential for redirecting money spent on the
personal tax allowance more progressively.

As ever, the last word goes to a young person. Ashley Bennett
outlines how much it meant to her to take part in Campus holidays
as a child, and how being trusted with the responsibility of being a
young helper brought her new confidence as well as valuable
professional experience. As the government develops its first life
chances strategy, her insights remind us once again of the
importance of listening to young people’s voices in debate about
policies which will affect them.  ■




