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and causes of poverty in its various forms and on the
action required, especially by governments, to relieve and
ultimately prevent it. Our objective is to publish material
that achieves a high standard of analysis, without
sacrificing clarity or accessibility, to specialist and non-
specialist alike.
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Some cause for hope, but still much to 

be done

In this edition of Poverty we are delighted to feature an edited
transcript of the rousing speech delivered by Gordon Brown for
CPAG’s 50th Anniversary Lecture in November. The former Prime
Minister and architect of tax credits gave us a dose of history,
charting the relationship between work, social security and poverty
across the twentieth century. He spoke out against continual cuts
to social security and the myths about poverty which now seem to
dominate both policy making and the public debate.

His speech ended with a call for hope. And campaigners have
some cause to celebrate this month. The House of Lords has
voted to reinstate statutory income-based child poverty measures
– lynchpins of the Child Poverty Act – and to prevent cuts to
employment and support allowance which would affect 500,000
disabled people. The poverty measures are the subject of two
pieces in this edition: ‘Poverty watch’ shows us that experts are
near-unanimous on the importance of measuring income, while in
‘Last word’ we hear from Rebecca, so outraged at the changes
that she launched an online petition.

We also report that the government has responded to a court
ruling by excluding full-time carers from the benefit cap, and just
before this edition went to press the Court of Appeal ruled that the
‘bedroom tax’ discriminates unlawfully against victims of domestic
violence and disabled children who require overnight care. 

The experience of child poverty campaigners in New Zealand
reminds us that victories are not impossible, even in an unfriendly
political and economic climate. Max Rashbrooke’s feature
discusses how campaigns and legal work helped to secure an
increase in children’s benefits in a context not unlike that of the
UK today. A combination of detailed academic work on solutions
to poverty, media coverage, a shocking television documentary,
an online petition and the regular publication of ‘killer’ charts
telling a clear story about poverty, all form part of the story.

But for most of those at the sharp end of benefit cuts and
sanctions, there is little cause for celebration. Frank Field MP writes
with Andrew Forsey on the alarming findings of the Feeding Britain
inquiry into hunger and food bank use, and the recommendations
of the recently published route map to ending hunger in the UK. 

A year after the first Feeding Britain attributed the sharp rise in
food bank use to a decade of eroding safety nets and reduced
capacity to save, meaning that it may take nothing more than a
child’s need for new shoes to plunge the family into crisis, the
authors note some improvement in the processing of benefit
claims and the decision to pilot a yellow card system for sanctions.
But there is a long way still to travel. Examples show what can be
done by local authorities and schools to increase uptake of free
school meals, and how new partnerships can help meet food
needs during school holidays, but it is clear that the underlying
problem remains that of low and insecure income. Recent
evidence on the devastating impact of the current sanctions
regime on homeless people, reviewed in this edition, also makes it
clear that measures supposed to protect the vulnerable are simply
not working.  ■




