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Poverty gaps and material deprivation 
 

Although independent analyses warn of child poverty increasing by over half during this parliament, in 

recent years the number of children living in relative poverty - measured as the number in households 

living on income significantly less than typical households - has been broadly stable.1  

 

New analysis by Child Poverty Action Group shows, however, that underlying this picture of stability, 

those who are poor have got poorer and the experience of poverty has got harsher. *  

 

Since 2010, the poverty gap - the distance below the poverty line that the typical family living in 

poverty finds themselves - has increased. Between 2010/11 and 2014/15 (the latest figures currently 

available), the poverty gap went from £50.80 to £57.40 per week (after housing costs) - an increase of 

13.0% in four years. Although the number of poor families has stayed roughly the same since 2010, 

those who are poor are now significantly poorer.  

 

This has fed through to increased deprivation - though perhaps not in the way we might expect. The 

percentage of children lacking essential items has stayed roughly stable, both since the start of the 

financial crisis and since a Conservative-led government came to power. There have been small 

increases since 2010 in the proportion of children unable to undertake a hobby or leisure activity 

because their parents couldn’t afford it, and in the proportion of children with parents unable to 

afford for them to go on holiday with their family since the financial crisis. But these are offset by falls 

in the proportion unable to afford outdoor space or facilities nearby to play safely and for children of 

pre-school age to attend a play group, nursery or toddler group at least once a week.  

 

Where deprivation has increased consistently, however, is in the deprivation suffered by parents. On 

all seven variables measured, parents have become more deprived since the start of the financial 

crisis. Though some categories, such as being unable to afford to replace worn out furniture or to 

repair or replace broken electrical items, impact upon children as well as parents, this is nonetheless 

strongly suggestive of parents in poor households suffering hardship in order to protect their children. 

For example, the percentage of parents not spending a small weekly amount on themselves due to 

low income increased 5.4 per cent (from 31.5% at the start of the financial crisis to 33.2% in 2014/15). 

In spite of poor families getting poorer, parents are suffering hardship so that they can provide 

essentials for their children.  

  

                                                           
1
 The Institute for Fiscal Studies projected in March 2016 that child poverty before housing costs will rise from 

2.3 million in 2013/14 to 3.6 million in 2020/21. The Resolution Foundation projected in October 2015 that the 
same figure will be in a range of 3.7-3.9 million in 2020/21. 
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Tables 
 

Table 1: trends in poverty 

 
Number and percentage of children in poverty, after housing costs 

 

Year  

 

2007/08  2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

Number of 

children 

(millions) 

4.1 3.9 3.9 3.6 3.6 3.7 3.7 3.9 

Percentage of 

children 

32 30 30 27 27 27 28 29 

 

Table 2: poverty gaps 

 
Poverty gaps: average £ per week, after housing costs 

 
 2007/08 2010/11 2014/15 

 

Lone parent 

 
Average gap (£ per week) 
 

 
46.40 

 
41.80 

 
54.40 

Couple with children 
 

 
Average gap (£ per week) 
 

 
52.40 

 
57.80 

 
61.40 

All families with children 
 

 
Average gap (£ per week) 

 
50.40 
 

 
50.80 

 
57.40 

Source: Households Below Average Income, 1994/95 to 2014/15, DWP 
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Table 3: material deprivation – parents  
 

Percentage of adults in families with children lacking necessities in 2007/08 to 2014/15 

 

 
 
 

2007/08 2010/11 2014/15 
 

Enough money to keep your home in a decent state of repair 18.1 18.1 18.6 

A holiday away from home for one week a year, not staying with relatives 36.2 42.1 40.9 

Insurance of contents of dwelling 17.8 19.2 20.6 

Regular savings (of £10 a month) for rainy days or retirement 38.8 41.2 39.0 

Replace any worn out furniture 28.8 34.3 31.1 

Replace or repair broken electrical goods such as refrigerator or washing machine 20.4 24.9 22.1 

A small amount of money to spend each week on yourself, not on your family 31.5 34.2 33.2 

Source: Family Resources Survey 2007/08 to 2014/15 
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Table 4: material deprivation – children 
 

Percentage of children lacking necessities in 2007/08 to 2014/15 

 

 
2007/08 
 

2010/11 
 

2014/15 
 

Outdoor space or facilities nearby where they can play safely 14.8 9.5 7.5 

Enough bedrooms for every child over 10 of different sex to have his or her own 
bedroom 

16.9 15.7 16.5 

Celebrations on special occasions such as birthdays, Christmas or other religious 
festivals 

4.1 2.9 2.2 

Leisure equipment (for example, sports equipment or a bicycle) 7.6 6.9 6.3 

A holiday away from home (UK or abroad) at least one week a year with his or her 
family 

32.3 37.3 34.8 

A hobby or leisure activity 6.9 6.2 6.8 

Friends round for tea or a snack once a fortnight 7.8 7.3 7.2 

Going on a school trip at least once a term for school-aged children 5.4 4.7 5.2 

Play group/nursery/toddler group at least once a week for children of pre-school 
age 

8.3 5.3 4.5 

Source: Family Resources Survey 2007/08 to 2014/15 

 

Note 

*Child Poverty Action Group analysed the most recent poverty figures (from Households Below 

Average Income published in 2015) to look at trends in the poverty gap – the distance the average 

poor family are below the poverty line – and in material deprivation – how many children and parents 

are having to go without essentials because of low income.  

 

 


