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Summary 

It is ell k o  that the ea l  ea s a e ital to hild e s out o es a d e el o e this fo us. I  
addition to investment in high quality early years services to help counter the effects of disadvantage 

o  hild e s out o es, it is ital to o k to ta kle this disadvantage at source by protecting family 

incomes and addressing child poverty. There is ample evidence that poverty is a central determinant 

of hild e s life chances, including through its effect on the home learning environment. 

Early education and care services themselves can e ha e hild e s life ha es i  th ee i po ta t 
ways: 

1. Improving the social and educational outcomes of children who attend early education 

settings, in particular protecting children from disadvantaged backgrounds against the effects 

of poverty on educational and employment outcomes.  

2. Enabling families of young children to improve their financial situation in the short and/or 

long term by allowing single parents and second earners in couples to work, prepare for work, 

train or study. 

3. Allowing vulnerable families and children to be identified and connected with specialised 

support or early intervention programmes.  

In this submission we identify key characteristics of an early years service which would deliver on 

improving the life chances of disadvantaged children, and consider where current provision succeeds 

and where new approaches may be needed. 

Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) has worked for 50 years to prevent and relieve poverty among 

children and families in the UK. We have a wide range of expertise and evidence from which we draw 

in this submission.  

1. The ea l  ea s a d hild e s life ha es 

The first recommendation of the 2010 Marmot Review on health inequalities was to give all children 

the best start in life, by: reducing inequalities in the early development of physical and emotional 

health as well as cognitive, linguistic, and social skills; ensuring high quality services from pregnancy 

through the early years; and building the resilience and wellbeing of children across the income 

gradient.
 1
 Improving life chances thus requires investment in early years services to support 

disadvantaged children, but also strong efforts to reduce family poverty and disadvantage, 

Po e t  has p o ou ed egati e effe ts o  hild e s de elopment, health, educational outcomes 

and life chances. Whe  it o es to hild e s life ha es, the e a e a ple easo s to put i p o i g 
their material circumstances centre stage.  

A summary of evidence by the End Child Poverty campaign notes manifold impacts of child poverty on 

physical and mental health:
2
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 In the most deprived areas birthweights average 200g less than in the richest areas. Stillbirths 

and mortality in the first week are twice as likely in low socio-economic status (SES) groups as 

in high SES groups.  

 Children in disadvantaged families are ten times as likely to die suddenly in infancy, 2.5 times 

as likely to suffer chronic illness (e.g. asthma) as toddlers, and more likely to suffer acute 

infectious illnesses like pneumonia. 

 Children in poverty have higher rates of self-harm, and young men who experienced child 

poverty are twice as likely to commit suicide. If mental health inequalities were erased (i.e. if 

everyone had the mental health of those in the highest socio-economic groups), these 

disorders in children would be reduced by 40%.  

 Adults who experienced poverty as children are 50% more likely to have illnesses which limit 

their daily life (e.g. arthritis), high blood pressure, respiratory illness, certain disabilities and 

mental ill-health.
3
 

Poverty also harms cognitive development. Analysis of the Millennium Cohort Study data shows that 

o  s ale f o   to , a hild ho has ee  i  pe siste t po e t  ill a k  le els elo  a  
otherwise similar child who has no early expe ie e of po e t .4

 

Studies on early learning ag ee that the si gle ost i po ta t fa to  shapi g a hild s life ha es is 
the quality of parenting and the home learning environment.

5
 I p o i g a fa il s fi a ial situatio  

can make a big difference to the home learning environment, and can make this difference from the 

day a child is born, not just when they turn two and start to access early education. Evidence shows 

that parents in poverty suffer higher levels of stress, anxiety and depression, which damage the 

quality, calmness and responsiveness of their interactions with children. Increasing family incomes is 

thus an important way to support parenting. When tax credits increased in the US, maternal mental 

health improved, for example.
6
  

When family finances are secure, children are also less likely to live in poorly maintained, unsafe, 

damp or cold homes or to experience homelessness. Bad housing has profoundly negative 

o se ue es fo  hild e s social and cognitive development, behaviour, school attendance, physical 

and mental health.
7
  

Increases in income also enable parents to spend more on their children. When social security 

efo s i p o ed fa il  i o es i  the ea s afte  , pa e tal spe di g o  hild e s ite s ose 
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faster than any other area of spending, including clothing and books. Spending on fruit and vegetables 

also increased, while spending on alcohol and tobacco fell, suggesting benefits for child and adult 

health too. 
8
  

For all these reasons, income has been shown in a major systematic review to have a causal effect on 

hild e s out o es, i depe de t of othe  fa to s su h as pa e tal edu atio  or attitudes.
9
  

It is thus vital that a strategy aimed at protecting children in the early years focuses not only on high 

quality early education and care, but also on reducing poverty. 

 

2. The role of early education and care in improving life chances 

Protecting children against the effects of disadvantage 

There is strong evidence that high quality early education and care can counter some of the effects of 

socio-economic disadvantage o  hild e s out o es.
10

 But in order to do so it ought to: 

 Start early (before age 3)
11

 

 Be intensive, stable and consistent
12

 

 Be provided by pedagogically competent professionals who espo d to hild e s individual 

needs
13

  

 Be socially mixed
14

 

 Support the home learning environment, e.g. through wider family support or home visits
15

 

 Have strong links to early intervention services.
 16

  

Early education and care which is low quality, intermittent or late-starting, will not deliver in terms of 

life chances. Low quality childcare can even have negative effects on child development.
17

  

 

Socially-mixed settings have various benefits. Children can learn from one another, and providers may 

be able to achieve higher quality by cross-subsidising from the fees of more affluent families. They 

would also help to p o ide the so ial o e tio s  a d i i g of o u ities  hi h the p i e 
minister called for in his recent speech on life chances.

18
 Indeed this was one of the original goals of 
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the Sure Start programme, which was subsequently perversely criticised in some quarters for being 

monopolised by middle class users.  

It is also critical that the service is taken up by those families most likely to benefit. This means making 

sure that: services are affordable; entitlements are widely publicised; access is not stigmatised; and 

provision is available at the times needed by families. 

UK and international evidence shows that a universal early education offer with additional targeted 

provision for specific disadvantaged groups is the best way to reach the neediest families, because it 

avoids stigma and removes concerns about current or future eligibility.
19

  

 

Interaction with family finances and poverty 

Early education and care affects family finances both directly through fees and subsidies, and 

indirectly by enabling single parents and second earners to work, train, study or prepare for work.  

Second earner employment is key to tackling child poverty and thus improving life chances. When one 

or both parents work part-time the child poverty rate (after housing costs) is 56%; when one parent 

works full-time and the other does not work it is 33%; when one parent works full-time and the other 

part-time it drops to 9%.
20

  Single parent employment is also vital; although single parent employment 

has risen substantially in the last twenty years, single parent families remain twice as likely to be in 

poverty as couple families. 

For early education and care to provide these benefits, it must be: 

 Flexible, as some parents work atypical or variable hours, especially at the lower end of the 

labour market; 

 Affordable, so that cost does not negate the financial rewards from work or perpetuate 

poverty; and 

 Available during study, training and jobseeking, so that costs do not create a barrier to 

entering training or work.  

The Family and Childcare Trust has found that 23% of mothers not in employment cite childcare 

issues as a reason.
21

 It also notes a shortage of provision, especially for parents working atypical 

hours: only 43% of local authorities in England and 18% in Wales report that they have enough 

childcare for working parents, falling to 14% and 0% for atypical hours. In turn this shortage drives up 

prices.  
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Table 1. Key characteristics of early education and care that improves hild e s life ha es 

Characteristic Why is it important for life chances 

Staffed by qualified professionals This is essential for early education to improve 

child e s out o es. Staff a  suppo t lea i g 
and meet individual needs. 

Social mix of children Children of different abilities and backgrounds can 

learn from each other. Providers can cross-

subsidise affordable places. 

Proactively supports home learning The home learning environment is the most 

important determinant of future life chances. 

Strong links to early intervention services Early years services with wide participation can 

act as a hub to identify and target families in need 

of other support. 

Provides for stable, consistent attendance The benefits of early education are realised only 

through stable, consistent attendance. 

Provides for long duration of attendance Long duration of attendance, starting before age 

3, is important for the full benefits to 

disadvantaged children to be realised.  

Affordable Encourages participation, allows parents to work 

and reduces pressure on family incomes, all 

e efiti g hild e s life ha es. 
Flexible and available at atypical hours Enables parents to improve thei  fa il s fi a ial 

position when available jobs require atypical or 

variable hours.  

Universal / non-stigmatised Raises participation rates of disadvantaged 

families.  

Available during jobseeking, work 

preparation and training 

Enables parents to increase their chances of 

e plo e t, i p o i g hild e s life ha es i  
the long term. Allows stable attendance in early 

education for children whose parents move in and 

out of work. 

 

3. How well does the current system deliver? 

Quality and staff qualifications 

Studies indicate that the free offer for three year olds has had a limited effect on cognitive 

development, with gains for disadvantaged children disappearing by age eleven. However it has 

increased the labour market attachment of mothers of young children.
22

  

This may be because the patchwork of maintained and private, voluntary and independent (PVI) 

settings who delivered these hours offers highly variable quality. Child e s e t es a d ai tai ed 
se to  u se ies offe  the est ualit , ut ith the e o al of the e ui e e t o  hild e s e t es 
to provide childcare, less is now available in these settings. PVI providers are subject to weaker 
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requirements in terms of staff qualifications and ratios and overall offer lower quality provision.
23

 Less 

than half of children in PVI settings in England have direct contact with graduate staff – just 49% of 

three and four year-olds, and 45% of two year-olds, compared with the maintained sector which 

offers graduate leadership on a universal basis. Progress in improving this has been slow. Most two 

year-olds accessing early education do so in a PVI setting, because most schools do not provide for 

under-threes, and the majority of two year-olds using the free entitlement attend settings offering 

inadequate quality.
24

  

Worryingly, PVI providers in poorer areas score lower than those in affluent areas on quality 

measures which are key to improving the outcomes of disadvantaged children.
25

 Maintained settings 

do not show such a gradient. Children from disadvantaged backgrounds are more likely than others to 

attend maintained settings, but they still serve a minority of children in deprived areas and reductions 

in local authority budgets may make it harder for them to sustain a highly qualified workforce in 

coming years.
26

 They also tend not to serve families requiring flexible or atypical hours.  

The gradient in PVI quality may be due to the fact that providers serving low-income families cannot 

raise fees to the level required to pay for a highly qualified workforce. Evaluation of the 

Neighbourhood Nurseries Initiative found that those in the most disadvantaged areas were most 

likely to struggle to stay afloat without subsidies.
27

 Poor quality may in turn deter affluent families 

from using these providers, perpetuating segregation. The Family and Childcare Trust report that the 

level of public subsidy for childcare costs is not enough to pay for high quality care: the costs of high 

quality care exceed available subsidies by 21% on average for 3-4 year olds, and 18% for 2 year olds. 

They also note that the Early Years Pupil Premium is not sufficient to raise quality to the point that 

brings meaningful improvements in outcomes.
28

 Gambaro et al. recommend a greater funding 

supplement for PVI settings catering for more disadvantaged children to promote a more mixed 

intake and raise the number of graduates.
29

  

Raising quality is hindered by inadequate investment in graduate and tertiary training, systemic low 

rates of pay in the early years sector, and limited focus on professional development of the existing 

workforce, particularly in PVI settings.
30

 The patchwork market, propped up by the emphasis on 

demand-side funding, does not make it easy for government to raise quality across the board.  

A small number of children access the free childcare entitlement with childminders, among which 

quality is particularly variable. Childminders in the most deprived areas are more likely to receive 

negative Ofsted ratings.
31

 Quality could be improved by supporting childminder networks, training 

and professionalisation. 
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Local authorities ought to have a clear role in ensuring high quality and sufficiency of provision. We 

suggest exploring whether local authorities might use business rates to increase local investment. 

Currently employers benefit from childcare but pay least, if anything, towards it. 

However, local authorities are limited to some extent by central government policy and funding 

constraints.  Local authority budgets are declining sharply, and there are concerns that the funding to 

extend the offer of 15 hours a week free childcare to disadvantaged two-year-olds is not funded at a 

sufficient rate to ensure high quality childcare provision for this group.
32

 

 

Social mix of children 

The schools admissions code does not apply to nurseries, and early years providers tend to be less 

socially mixed than schools, particularly PVI settings.
33

 The u i e sal hild e s e t e offe  helped to 
ensure a good social mix in many areas, but the Coalition government removed the requirement for 

hild e s e t es to p o ide hild a e – so less is now available in these settings - and due to funding 

cuts, hild e s e t e services are increasingly targeted. This is likely to reduce the benefits for 

targeted children. It may also reduce engagement among the target groups, due to unclear 

entitlement or stigma. The introduction of universal entitlement to a nursery place resulted in a 

disproportionate increase in enrolment of children from less advantaged backgrounds, narrowing the 

enrolment gap. We might expect to see this pattern in reverse.  

 

Support for home learning 

The most effective services provide or are linked to wider family support, for example home visits and 

additional support for parenting. This is delivered well by child e s e t es which act as service hubs, 

but this integrated provision is being scaled back. The e e t e aluatio  of hild e s e t es fou d 
that service use showed evidence of positive impacts on family functioning and the early home 

learning environment.
 34

 The evaluation however also found that centres which had seen cuts to 

services were less effective, while those which had been able to increase the range of services offered 

had the greatest positive effect on the home learning environment and on parent-child interactions. 

The Family and Childcare Trust warn that expanding subsidised early education for disadvantaged two 

year olds – to which some of this funding has been diverted – is unlikely to bring the intended 

improvements in outcomes if it is delivered at the cost of wider provision which supports the home 

learning environment. Currently, the majority of children accessing the two year-old offer are in 

settings which do not take a whole family approach.
35

 

 

Strong links to early intervention services 

The same concerns apply here in terms of reductions in funding for child e s e t es hi h a t as 
service hubs and have been able deliver a wide range of preventative services. In general PVI 
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providers have weaker links to early intervention services than maintained settings, so connecting 

these with a wider network of services is important.  

 

Provides for stable, consistent attendance 

The lower end of the labour market is characterised by temporary and insecure work. Less than half 

of people leaving JSA enter permanent contracts
36

 and variable hours contracts are common. The 

restriction of the additional fifteen hours childcare entitlement to working families – and restriction of 

subsidies under tax credits to those working sixteen hours a week – means that children risk falling in 

and out of entitlement and experiencing disruption. 

Extending the entitlement to jobseekers and those in approved courses of study would help. At 

minimum, incomes or working hours ought to be averaged over longer periods if this would provide 

fai e  ep ese tatio  of a fa il s situatio . We also advocate generous treatment for those who 

place a child in a setting and then lose their job through no fault of their own. 

 

Provides for long duration of attendance 

The free entitlement for disadvantaged two year-olds is designed to ensure this, but uptake of the 

two year old offer has been far lower (58% of eligible children) than for three and four year olds 

(96%). This may be partly because more parents wish to stay at home with younger children, but 

probably also reflects the problems associated with targeted provision, already discussed. It may also 

relate to a shortage of provision for two year-olds in areas where average incomes are low, as 

markets are not sufficient to stimulate adequate PVI provision yet far fewer maintained settings cater 

for two year-olds and it would require further investment for them to do so.  

 

Affordable 

Despite increased support childcare costs can still place considerable pressure on family budgets and 

significantly reduce the rewards from work, particularly in high-cost areas.  

Although we welcome the increase to an 85% subsidy, inadequate caps on the amount parents can 

claim risk scuppering the intention of helping parents into work. Ceilings have been frozen since 2005 

while childcare costs have risen by 59- 69 per cent over this period.
37

 Childcare caps ought to be 

uprated each fiscal year at the same rate as fees, and higher caps introduced for London and for 

disabled children. Recent CPAG research into parental employment in London found that the cost of a 

full-time nursery place in London has exceeded the cap since 2008, and in 2015 the shortfall was over 

£100 a week.
38

  

Parents are left paying 15% or 30% of costs below the ceiling, plus full costs over the ceiling. 
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Alongside tapering of their benefits (and for some, income tax and NI) this reduces the financial 

benefits of work and in high-cost areas such as London can even create negative marginal net returns 

from work – this should ot e possi le gi e  the Go e e t s o it e t fo  o k to al a s pa . 

This is illustrated in Table 2, fo  a fa il  o  the e  Natio al Li i g Wage  a d e ei i g hild a e 
support through universal credit, based on research by CPAG and Loughborough University.  

Cuts to the work allowances in universal credit, which will affect all parents claiming the benefit but 

which are particularly severe for lone parents, will further reduce the rewards from work for low 

income families. The Resolution Foundation has repeatedly warned that childcare costs can leave 

families receiving universal credit keeping as little as 5p in every additional pound earned, and note 

that for most families the additional fifteen hours of free entitlement for three and four year-olds will 

not offset other cuts to universal credit.
39

 

The Family and Childcare Trust agree that a fa il  i  Lo do  ith t o p e-school children would face 

more difficulty moving above the poverty line through work and the financial incentives for the 

second earner are minimal .40
 A second earner work allowance in universal credit, and reinstatement 

of the higher level work allowance for lone parents, would greatly improve the rewards from work for 

families with children. 

This issue will be even more acute for families requiring childcare for several children, as the limit is 

the same for any number of children above two. This does not align with the new tax-free childcare 

system, in which costs will be paid for unlimited numbers of children and additional funding provided 

for disabled children. This seems unfair given that tax credits and universal credit are targeted at 

lower income households. Combined with the forthcoming two-child limit on support under tax 

credits and UC, an increase in poverty can be expected among larger families. 

 

Table 2. The effe t of o e hou s additio al o k o  disposable income, after childcare
41

 

  Combined 

withdrawal rate (tax, 

national insurance, 

UC taper) 

Retained 

earnings before 

childcare (per 

hour) 

Cost of one 

hour of 

childcare 

Childcare 

cost paid 

borne by 

household 

Retained 

earnings after 

childcare (per 

hour) 

From 20 to 

21 hours a 

week (£7.20 

per hour) 

East 

Midlands 

65% £2.52 £3.77 £0.57 £1.95 

London 65% £2.52 £5.77 £0.87 £1.65 

From 32 to 

33 hours a 

week (£7.20 

per hour) 

East 

Midlands 

76% £1.73 £3.77 £0.57 £1.16 

London 76% £1.73 £5.77 £5.77* -£4.04 

* This household has to bear the full cost of an additional hour of childcare, because the limit for support has been exceeded. 
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Childcare providers often require a deposit and one o th s fees upfront, which can present an 

insurmountable barrier or force families into debt.
42

  The fact that universal credit is paid in arrears 

can also create difficulties for families whose working hours and needs for childcare fluctuate.  

Free provision for three and four year olds, and for two year olds in less advantaged circumstances, 

mean that the costs of childcare create the greatest problems when children are under two.  In 

particular there is a gap between the end of maternity-related support when a child turns one, and 

the start of free provision at age two. There is an argument for bringing down the availability of the 

free entitlement to 12 or 18 months of age, once sufficient quality can be guaranteed, through a 

universal early education and childcare system. The Family and Childcare Trust recommends moving 

towards a properly funded entitlement to 48 weeks of childcare per year, from age one.
43

 

 

Flexible and available at atypical hours 

The childcare market does not provide well for atypical hours, especially in less affluent areas where 

maintained providers dominate which tend to offer fixed sessions. As the Family and Childcare Trust 

note, a la k of a ess to fle i le hild a e a  fo e pa e ts to hoose lo  ualit  pa t-time jobs, 

trade down roles or leave work altogether, and makes it more difficult for parents at risk of poverty to 

add ess skills o  edu atio  defi its .44
 

The universal offer for three and four year olds is typically for specific days or sessions. It has 

succeeded in ensuring that nearly all three and four year olds have some access to early education, 

but is not practical for parents in many jobs. Even the thirty hour offer is inadequate to allow full-time 

work, yet good quality, well-paid part-time jobs are in very short supply.  

Local authorities can play a role in delivering more flexible childcare. Brent council, for example, has 

established a pool of childminders willing to take on childcare at short notice, and encourages parents 

who expect they may need to make use of this service – e.g. to attend job interviews – to meet the 

childminders and establish relationships with one or two.  

If demand-side funding for childcare is to serve children in low-income families better, the current 

shortfall in flexible services and the trade-off between quality (better in maintained settings) and 

flexibility (better in PVI settings) will need to be bridged. 

For families of older children, provision of care outside school hours and in school holidays is vital to 

enable parents to work. Parents will be unlikely to want children to be in childcare from 8am to 6pm 

every single day, but the absence of care at these hours confines many mothers to low-paid, part-

time work with little opportunity for progression. This fuels the gender pay gap and keeps families in 

po e t , li iti g hild e s life ha es. We e o e d e isiti g the e te ded s hools age da. 

 

Non-stigmatised 

As p e iousl  dis ussed, hild e s e t es ha e sho  the i po ta e of u iversal provision in 
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encouraging disadvantaged families to participate. Similarly the universal entitlement for three and 

four year olds has had very high uptake. 

Our experience is that those who do not take up the free entitlement to childcare are likely to be 

multi-disadvantaged, often BME families living in poverty in deprived areas. Targeted outreach can 

help to increase uptake by those children who stand to benefit most. Analysis in 2010 found that low-

income families are more likely to be isolated from information about childcare and less likely to have 

used childcare.
45

 The Family and Childcare Trust has had considerable success working with pa e t 
ha pio s  ho sp ead the word by word of mouth, which may be more trusted than official sources.   

The brokerage, place-finding and benefits advice functions provided by local authority Family 

Information Services are important to help people to find places and access the support they are 

entitled to. It is vital that their funding is sustained. 

 

Available during job seeking, work preparation and training 

Free childcare is a crucial part of any welfare to work system and we believe that for the additional 15 

hours childcare only to be available to working parents is short-sighted. Childcare ought to provide for 

parents to undertake prescribed courses to enhance employability or earnings potential, and for 

jobseeking or work preparation activities. Our research shows that it is when they have pre-school 

children that many parents are motivated to retrain for new and better jobs. There has historically 

been resistance among low income families to using childcare but the free entitlement has helped to 

break this down and increased the number of these families accessing childcare. In turn this provides 

a platform for mothers to consider jobs or training, without the fear that charges may become 

unaffordable. 

CPAG research in Camden, London, identified a clear gap in the availability of childcare during 

training, as one parent explained: If you do a hild are ourse there’s usually a rè he fa ility 
available, any other course there is nothing. Anything for IT, if you say you want to do a career rather 

tha  just a jo , do a ythi g past that… there is o hild are fa ilities’.46
  

The Family and Childcare Trust find that financial support for childcare has mainly benefited those on 

low to middle incomes who are already working.
47

 Childcare is certainly not the only barrier keeping 

some parents out of work, but CPAG experience shows that provision of childcare alongside 

employment support and training opportunities for second earners would be a powerful package to 

help mothers into the labour market. 

 

4. Conclusions and key recommendations 

We very much welcome increased subsidies for childcare and extended free entitlement. However, 

we are concerned that more demand-side funding alone will not address shortfalls in quality and 

flexibility in early education and care. Ultimately this will mean that the potential benefits to the life 
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chances of children may not be realised. A greater emphasis on supply-side funding would help to 

hold down costs and give the government more control over quality and admissions. We would like to 

see an expansion of supply-side support and a much greater share of provision by the maintained 

sector.  

Investment is urgently needed to build a professionalised, graduate-led early years workforce. This 

will mean investment in training and a strategy to raise pay in the sector. Early years graduates ought 

to have pay parity with school teachers to attract talent. Professional development programmes for 

all early years staff, including childminders, to raise quality across the board, are also needed. In the 

short term, the quality gap in PVI settings serving disadvantaged children could be addressed through 

additional targeted funding and an immediate increase in the EYPP.  

We also call for a reversal of the cut in funding for integrated early years provision th ough hild e s 
centres. The hollowing out of the hild e s e t e offe , and the shift towards increasingly narrowly 

targeted provision, is a retrograde step that will harm the life chances of those children the 

programme is intended to benefit. Integrated, universal services, linked to additional support for 

families with particular needs, are needed if early years services are to deliver the promised life 

chances benefits. 

The expansion of subsidies has helped considerably with affordability, with direct benefits for 

hild e s out o es. Ho e e  some hurdles remain to be overcome. Free childcare ought to be 

extended to parents in education, training or work preparation, and a mechanism is needed to allow 

parents accessing childcare to meet upfront costs. Once quality provision can be assured, the 

entitlement could be extended to one year-olds. Parents also desperately need childcare provision 

outside school hours and in school holidays, and the absence of this can create a low hours, low pay 

poverty trap and exacerbates the gender pay gap. 

Overall we concur with the recent Family and Childcare Trust assessment that while childcare has 

e o e a politi al p io it , this has ot et led to suffi ie t atte tio  to easu es to suppo t the 
ost disad a taged hild e  a d fa ilies .48

 We also draw attention to the detailed 

recommendations and costings in that report. 

Fi all , e e phasise that p o a l  the iggest i pai e t to hild e s life ha es o es f o  
living in poverty. A meaningful life chances strategy must put tackling child poverty centre stage. 
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