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Get your school involved with
sharing School Shouldn’t Cost,
the Young People’s Poverty and
Education Manifesto

In this pack you'll find:

- Steps to work through when you're planning
an assembly or presentation to your school

community

- Some sample slides to use or adapt



Steps for planning your assembly or presentation
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Steps for planning your assembly or presentation

4. Write a simple script, remembering your goal.

* Opening: Try to grab people’s attention - you could ask a question, tell
a story or share some child poverty facts and figures

 Middle: Explain the manifesto and why your group think it matters. What
needs to change? What difference could it make in your school?

 Ending: Share a clear action —tell people what they can

A\
do next. This might be joining your group, adding their /“ |
names to letters or emails you’re sending to L Q) @
politicians, or helping to make posters and drawings. u |
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Steps for planning your assembly or presentation

5. Decide who is doing what.
Make any slides or props you’re using.

6. Run through the whole presentation at least once.
Ask your teacher for feedback.

7. Deliver it!




Planning checklist
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Do we all know the School Shouldn't Cost manifesto well?

Do we have a clear goal for the assembly or presentation?

Is it the right length for the time that we have?

Do we all feel confident and prepared for the parts we're doing?
Have we kept language simple - will everyone understand us?
Have we grabbed people's attention? Will they stay interested?

Will everyone leave knowing what they can do next to help?



Sample slides

Here are a few slides that you can use or adapt. Look
In the notes section for some pointers and ideas.




Introduction

* Who we are
* Why we're talking to you
* What we're going to speak about

* Why it's important to us.
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in Scotland



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tell the audience who you are 
If you are part of a Cost of the School Day group what do you normally do in your group? What do you like about it?
Why are you talking to your audience today? Remember to tell them you want to talk about the School Shouldn't Cost manifesto. 
Tell your audience why this is important to you or your group. This helps convince your audience they should listen to what you're saying. 


What's a manifesto?

* Scottish Parliament elections are in May

* All political parties will make manifestos
—their lists of promises or plans trying to
convince people to vote for them

* We can influence what's in their
manifestos —when politicians know what
people care about, they’re more likely to
make promises or plans to help with it.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can tell your audience that there's an election to the Scottish Parliament this May 
If you think people won't know, make sure to explain that an election is a time when adults can vote to decide who should run the country, and be elected/voted into the Scottish Government. Every area in Scotland has a list of candidates who want to help run the country and become your Member of Scottish Parliament - your MSP. Candidates will share ideas and promises about what they will do to help the people who live in their area if they win enough votes. 
Each candidate is part of political party. You could name some of the main ones or ask your audience if they can think of some. (When you are researching your local MSP and other candidates standing in the election in your area you could find out which political party they are in.) 
All political parties have their own manifestos for the election. A manifesto is a list of promises or plans that all parties make before an election as a way of convincing people to vote for them and their candidates. Can your audience think of the kinds of promises that political parties make? You could give them some examples here – things like 'we'll give more money to the NHS'… 'we'll improve schools'… 'we'll build more houses'… 'we'll cut taxes' 
We can influence what's in these manifestos– when the people standing for election know what young people care about they’re more likely to make promises or plans to help with it. Can you think of some examples you could give here?   


Our School Shouldn’t Cost manifesto

Thousands of pupils across Scotland have shared their views on
what would make school great for everyone. They thought of the
things that would help make things equal and fair for everyone, no
matter how much money they have at home.

They have made their own manifesto called School Shouldn't Cost.

It has 5 main calls in it —these are the things they want politicians to
agree with and include in their own party manifestos...

(You can use this QR code to read the manifesto)



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tell people that:
The School Shouldn't Cost Manifesto has been put together by Child Poverty Action Group in Scotland and thousands of children across Scotland.
The manifesto lists 5 important things children and young people want the next Scottish Government to do to. 
You want candidates in the Scottish Election and their political parties to include these calls in their own manifestos, and promise to take action on them if they are in the next government.
That you and your group are planning different ways to get in touch with MSPs and candidates to tell them all about the School Shouldn't Cost manifesto calls.


Our School Shouldn’t Cost manifesto

Call1

End child poverty. Make sure our

families have what they need so we can
come to school ready to learn

Nearly 1in 4 children in Scotland are
growing up in poverty. Poverty means not
having enough money for the things you
need. It can affect lots of things, including
your education.

Young people want an end to child poverty
and more financial support for families.

Call 2

2 Fund every school to fully remove cost
pressures from our families and help
us overcome poverty-related barriers
to learning

Young people want enough funding for
all schools to take away costs

from families and have enough staff
to help young people with challenges
or barriers they might have.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now you can tell your audience what the 5 calls are. Maybe after you have shared all the calls you might like tell your audience which one is most important for you/your group and why. 
Here is call 1 and 2. 
If you have any examples or stories from your school, you can add them in – for example, what help is there with costs and what does that mean for pupils? Who are the staff who can help? Do pupils miss out or struggle to pay for anything? This can bring the topic to life and let your audience think about what the calls might mean to their lives. 
Lots of great things happen in your schools to reduce costs and make sure everyone can take part, but children and young people think those in charge could do more. 


Our School Shouldn’t Cost manifesto

Call 3

Help us with the basics we
need to learn, take part and
feel included at school

Young people want equal access to the
basics that some families struggle to
afford.

They are calling for Free School Meals
for all, low uniform costs and grants for
more families, 1:1 devices across

Scotland and no charges for subjects.

Call4

4 Opportunities for all. Help all of us
 benefit from life changing school trips
and activities in our communities

Young people want funding for everybody
to go on school trips.

They want activities and opportunities in
every local area that everyone can access,
no matter how much money they have at
home.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are calls 3 and 4
If you have any examples or stories from your school, you can add them in – for example, what help is there for uniform, accessing devices or eating at your school, is there help for school trips that is great? Are there things that some pupils are still at risk of missing out on? This can bring the topic to life and let your audience think about what the calls might mean to their lives. 
Lots of great things happen in your schools to reduce costs and make sure everyone can take part, but children and young people think those in charge could do more. 


Our School Shouldn’t Cost manifesto
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schools and Scotland better

Young people want the next
government to listen to their
views on what would help
make their schools fairer for
everyone, and act on them.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is call 5
If you have any examples or stories from your school about children's voice then you can share it here, maybe you have helped make a change for the better by sharing your opinions. What difference can it make when we listen to children and young people?


What do you think?

* Which calls do you think matter most? What
would help children and young people?

* Imagine the next government took action on

all these calls —what would be better for
children and young people?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You could ask your audience some of these questions – or make up your own. Depending on the size of the group, you could ask them to raise hands individually or discuss the questions in pairs or small groups before telling you their answers.  

It might be useful to tell your audience your own answers to these questions to give them some ideas and help start discussion – what do you think? 


What you can do to help

Join us and make sure politicians in every party hear about the School Shouldn't
Cost manifesto and know that young people care about these issues.

Here are 5 things you can do to share the 5 calls:
1.Write a letter or email telling politicians why you think these calls are important.
2.Get the #SchoolShouldntCost word out on your school social media.

3.Make a poster or drawing for politicians. It could be of one of the manifesto calls or
could show what your school would be like if change happened.

4.Set up a meeting with your local MSP to tell them why these calls matter to you.

5.Get other young people involved. Get in touch with a neighbouring school, telling
them about the manifesto and how they can get involved.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you are part of a Cost of the School Day or equity group and you haven't already, you can tell your audience what you do in your group to help reduce costs at school.
Share the actions that young people can take part in to spread the word about the manifesto, tell them which ones you and your group have done/are planning to do 
When explaining the different actions, it's important to make them sound easy! Remember there are lots of templates that you can pick up and use on the CPAG website which you can access using the QR code which you’ll find on these slides.
Make sure to tell people who to speak with if they want to get involved. Make it easy for them to tell you they're interested – maybe they could put their hands up or note their names down on the way out. If there are teachers in your audience, maybe you could suggest that they do some of these activities with their classes. 
Remember to tell them they can pick and choose the activities they want to do. If they want to do all them that is great. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Remember to thank your audience for listening, wish them luck and thanks if they get involved. 
You can also use this time to ask if anyone has any questions or ideas they would like to share. 


End child poverty. Make sure our
families have what they need so we can
come to school ready to learn

Help us with the basics we
need to learn, take part and

feel included at school
Fund every school to fully remove cost

pressures from our families and help
us overcome poverty-related barriers

to learning

Ll Opportunities for all. Help all of us
benefit from life changing school trips
and activities in our communities

Involve us! We can help make our

- Schools and Scotland better


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A slide with all the calls in one place
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