
                                                                                                                                        

Scottish child payment and kinship carers 
 
Child Poverty Action Group works on behalf of the one in four children in 
Scotland growing up in poverty. It doesn’t have to be like this. We use our 
understanding of what causes poverty and the impact it has on children’s lives 
to campaign for policies that will prevent and solve poverty – for good. 

We provide training, advice and information to make sure low income families 
get the financial support they need.  

This factsheet explains which kinship carers might be entitled to Scottish child 
payment.  

What is Scottish child payment? 
Scottish child payment is a top-up of £26.70 a week per child aimed at low-
income families in Scotland with a child or children aged under 16. It is 
administered and paid by Social Security Scotland. It is paid four-weekly, in 
arrears.  
 
What is kinship care?  
Where a child is not able to live with their parents they sometimes go and live 
full-time with relatives or friends. This is often called ‘kinship care’. Sometimes 
this is a formal arrangement made through the courts, by the local authority or 
by the children’s hearing system, sometimes it is less formal and arranged 
within the family. This leaflet provides information on which kinship carers can 
get Scottish child payment for the child or children they care for.   
 

Who is entitled to Scottish child payment? 
You are entitled to Scottish child payment if you: 

 normally live in Scotland, and 
 are entitled to one of the following benefits: universal credit, income 

support, income-based jobseeker’s allowance, income-related 
employment and support allowance, child tax credit, working tax credit or 
pension credit, and 



 are ‘responsible for’ a child aged under 16. 
 
You are ’responsible for’ a child if at least one of the following applies to you or 
your partner: 

 you get child benefit for the child 
 the child is included in your claim for universal credit, child tax credit or 

pension credit  
 you are a kinship carer for the child and either you have a kinship care 

order in respect of the child or the child is looked after by the local 
authority and placed with you.  

 
What if more than one person applies? 
Only one person can get Scottish child payment for a particular child, but there 
may be more than one person who could, potentially, qualify. If more than one 
person who could qualify applies, there are rules for whose claim takes priority. 
Social Security Scotland decides entitlement in the following order of priority: 

 The person who is responsible for the child for the purpose of universal 
credit, child tax credit or pension credit 

 If no-one is responsible for the child for the purpose of universal credit, 
child tax credit or pension credit, the person who has been awarded child 
benefit for the child unless the other person is kinship carer for the child 
in which case the kinship carer has priority. Kinship carer means that you 
have a kinship care order for the child or you are a kinship carer for a 
child who is looked after by the local authority and placed with you. 

 
In certain situations, Social Security Scotland can decide whose claim takes 
priority according to the circumstances of the child. 
 
Other benefits 
Scottish child payment does not count as income for any other means-tested 
benefits you are getting. If you are getting a ‘kinship care allowance’ from the 
local authority, the local authority should not deduct Scottish child payment 
from the amount you get. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



How to apply for Scottish child payment 
To make a claim: 

 phone Social Security Scotland on 0800 182 2222 
 claim online at mygov.scot/scottish-child-payment 
 download a paper application form from mygov.scot  

 
 
 
Further information and advice 

CPAG in Scotland advice line for advisers on benefits and tax credits: 
0141 552 0552  
Monday to Thursday 10am – 4pm and Friday 10am to 12 noon 

 
Email: advice@cpagscotland.org.uk 
 
Website: cpag.org.uk  
 
For more detailed information about all of the issues covered please see CPAG’s Children’s 
Handbook Scotland available free online at askcpag.org.uk/publications/scotland  
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